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‘. “ThEToney 1s 1o hie-iséa for fieaitn-care;, ™

| needs not nfet by Grace’s existing medjcal

.~ plani. Those include tests for people "

'« exposed to asbestos — “but not dmgnosed

. with any .asbestos-related diséasé—and’ ¥

' :longterm nursing home cere for asbesws

victims ' ¥ -
The Lincoln County Gommunity Healthf'

; Center had been under consideration to.. 3

* manage the money, but its board declined -

_the offer last week. Other possibi]ities

inc]udedanasbestosﬂchmsgroupandaa

. veorganized version of thehospital's Center

| for Asbestos Related Disease; 0t acompleth-
ﬂly new board of peopie Teptesenting va:ﬁous
“The settlement has beeh approved l:gy p. 7
bankruptcy court-and is ready 16 be .

.- returned.to a federal judge'in’ Missoul fm‘*j

his signature. The judge's sigrizhive startsia

asbestos,victims advocates had initia]]y 5
__oughtthe county was® not eligible to" - 4

1s:were focused.on-forming a nonpnef-

; l‘ﬂ; in‘a telephone conference on Friday;
““Enyirorimental Protection Agency attorney-

*‘to tdke:the money after all.

. “Right now, Iden’tseeabarriertome _J
P urg participating in this,” Cohn said.

: Grace & Co.-will provide the money
for health care to settle.an access dispute ..

- with the federal agency. The settlenient says
- a local nonprofit entity must be approyed by
i ‘Grace and the 1].S." Department.c ofJustice to
I ‘manage’the money,

-

‘the settlement money. Therefore dis- -
rparation to manage the money. . -

“Mathéw-Cohn said the county may be able ;

" -10-day timeline during which a nonprofit
I -entity mast, COmE forwa:ﬂ 0 aboepit the‘“m&n

ey \
The Justioe Department pmbably w1ll 3 .
; delay submitting the paperwork to thejudge
“to aliow.Jocal officials to get organized, Gohn
‘- gaid, but may not wanttodelayﬂ:eprocess
*7 for too long.
G “Iknowtl:leyamwﬂlingwwajt, he said
. “The .question is, how long?" . -
‘County. Comrnissionef John" Konzen\told
Co]in The county might be the ‘best chonce to
f “yiaviage the money, = >
l A “That' may be the. easiest'-and mos; applica

toni might bé

‘blepléce for it to;go; .;Be said. -

- Alprivate nonprofit’ eoi;pera

! thebest :choice in the:Jong. run, but for now
.- hie money should ge fo the county, said ¢
county ‘health officer Dr; Brad:Black.

" i“We're going 1o need somemechanism.":

l hesajd.“lthjnkﬂlecouptymaybethebeﬁ

: ;fo-bring the community-tog rto
outhowtodisburseﬁmﬂs" o

-Asbestos Victims advocate Gayla Beneﬁeld

agreedﬂlat allowing the county to-take the
money would be preferable to tbyjngmfglsa
" tiize a'new board on short neﬁoe.

© Tt takes carenf’a*g:eat, big :

shesald.



